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They say you can never go home again, and for 
the most part, thatôs true.   Today  Iôm going to the 
Cumberland Homesteads, just east of Crossville.  
This is where I grew up.   Home might not be the 
same, but the memories  I have will be cherished 
for a lifetime. 

I am leaving Mt. Juliet on I-40 heading east so I can   
get past the early morning traffic.  At the Carthage/
Gordonsville exit I get off and drop down to Hwy 
141 and take a left through Gordonsville.  It 
doesnôt take long to get through town and take a 
nother left on Hwy 257 that takes me on a twisting 
route up and over the mountain with a beautiful 
scenic view at the top  as a reward.  At the foot of 
the mountain I turn right on Hwy 70.  The serpen-
tine road twists and turns as it dances along the 
ridges, offering occasional glimpses of expansive 
vistas through breaks in the trees.  In places,   
kudzu has completely covered the woods turning 
the trees into tall leafy green mounds. 

I turn right on Hwy 56 and go to I-40 east again in 
order to avoid the traffic through Cookeville.  I get 
back on Hwy 
70 just before 
the foot of the 
mountain to 
continue my 
scenic route.  
The road me-
anders along 
the valley floor 
until it abruptly 

meets the base of the mountain where it snakes 
its way up its side through a series of sharp  
curves before getting to Monterey.  The fields are 
full of frilly goldenrod competing with bright yellow 
black-eyed Susans that overflow the ditches.  I 
pass the Royal Oak Charcoal facility that fills the 
air with the rich aroma of hickory smoke.  On the 
left is the dirt track that brings together the smell of 
motor oil and popcorn with the roar of stock car 
engines. 

On the east side of Crossville I begin my trek 
through the Homesteads by turning right off Hwy 

70 onto Highland Lane.  About two thirds of the 
way down the road I see my first Homestead 
house, one of 251 built beginning in 
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1934 under Presi-
dent Roosevelts 
New Deal.  Each 
house was built   
using locally mined 
Crab Orchard Stone 
and lumber cut from 
the surrounding ar-
ea.  The community 
blacksmith shop 
made hardware 
such as hinges and 
latches for the 
doors.  The whole 
community is on the 
National Registry of 
Historic Places.  This is where I 
grew up.  Traveling these roads 
today brings back a lot of memo-
ries of people and times long gone. 

At the end of Highland Lane I turn 
left on Deep Draw Road.  It is 
named this for a reason as 
there are two deep ravines that 
the road passes through with 
steep hills and sharp curves.  
The one called Byrd Creek Hill 
has a arched stone bridge over 
the creek. 

I ride down Huckleberry Lane 
and see one of the four Home-
stead houses that I have lived 
in,  this  one  while  I was  in 
kindergarten.  It was here that   
I threw a brick up in the air that 
came down on my head.  I still 
have the scar.  It was also here 
that I fell across a stack heater, 
branding myself with checkmarks 
across my stomach. 

Turning onto Open Range Road, I 
stop to visit the house my mom 
and dad built in 1961 on the site   
of a Homestead house that had 
burned.  We had 40 acres that  
bordered Daddyôs Creek on its 
back side.  We spent many a hot 
summer day playing in its cold   
water.  My dad raised cows and 
we would often catch one, hop on 
its back and see how long we 
could hang on.  It usually wasnôt 
very long!  In the evenings, while 
the older folk were visiting, my 

friends and I would play tag or  
kick the can, or see how many 
lightening bugs we could catch.   

I take Turkey Oak Road to Hwy 68 
where a right turn takes me west to 

the center of the community and 
the elementary school.  This is 
the school that I attended.  My 
dad was a school teacher and 
taught science and biology in 
the tower building when it was 
the high school.  I remember 
the acrid smell and the jars of 
pickled reptiles on shelves 
along the wall.  The tower   
was originally a water tower 
and lookout tower as well as 
government offices for the 
Homestead Community Devel-

opment back in the 1930ôs. 

Leaving the school I ride down 
Hwy 127 to the Cumberland  
Mountain State Park.  I cross the 
iconic arched bridge over the dam 
and ride through the playground 
area which hasnôt changed much 
since I was a kid.  We came here 
often to play and have picnics.   
We would see how high we could 
get on the swings, try to bounce 
each other off the teeter-totter,  
and see if we could sling everyone 
off the merry-go-round.  I still     
remember momôs lemonade made 
with fresh squeezed lemons.   

I was very blessed as a child to 
have grown up in the Cumberland 
Homesteads.  We didnôt have 
much money as my dad was a 

school teacher and my 
mom a homemaker 
trying to raise us five 
kids.  But, the things I 
learned, the people I 
got to know, the values 
instilled and the life-
style we lived have 
helped fashion me into 
who I am today.  You 
can never really go 
home, but you can   
relive the memories. 

 

Tim Ingram 
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Hello Everyone, 

Well Wing Ding has come and gone, 
and Vickie and I only got to go for the 
weekend. But it was good see folks we 
have not seen in a while and make some 
new friends. We were like everyone else 
when we heard where it was going to be 
next yearé  right here in Nashville TN! 

We did meet Anita Alkire and we were 
asked to set up some rides for Wing 
Ding 2019, so we will asking for some 
help with this so put on your thinking 
caps. 

 

This past month some of us have done 
some riding and some of us have to 
work. It is always a pleasure reading Tim 
Ingram's articles about his day trips. One 
day we are going to take off work and 
join him. 

 

On September 20th Chapter A had a din-
ner ride to Uncle Budôs. There were 13 
people there. Jerry Hunt, Nancy Miller, 
Jeff Cato, Bob and Susie Cochran, 
Jimmy and Susan Cox, Wink Rager, 
Tim and Julie Ingram, Paul Tampien 
and Troy and Vickie . We all had a good 
time and the food was really good. 

 

Chapter A's 2018 Couple of the year 
Steve and Karen Thomas have been 
doing some visiting. They went to   
Chapter S's gathering and got the     
Couple of the Plaque. Mrs. Wink also 
joined them and we know they had a 
good time. 

 

This past month Vickie and I went along 

with Jeff and Pat Cato to St. Jude Wings 
Across Tennessee Ride. We went in  
Jeff's new truck because they were    
calling for rain. We drove back Saturday 
evening because Pat's Dad was in the 
hospital. If you have never done this, it is 
well worth it. At the last team meeting the 
Chapter decided to do something next 
year for this cause. We will be talking 
about this, so please give us your 
thoughts. 

 

October will be a full month, Jack and 
Back on the 6th and 7th, then on the 
13th Tim and Julie will have a cookout 
at their home. Then the Chapter will have 
a dinner ride to High Five Pizza on Leba-
non Road. Dave Martin sponsors his 
Cancer Sucks Ride in Hendersonville 
October 6, but he is aware of the conflict. 

 

Paul has sent out all the info about the 
Jack and Back bicycle ride, Chapter A 
has done this for 25 years. Jim Edwards 
got us started and since he passed away 
Phil Verble, Larry Combs, and Paul 
have kept it going. This is where we  
support the riders and block intersections 
for their safety. This is a two-day event 
so we will be staying overnight. Please  

Troy & Vickie Hurt        
615-453-1508 

    Senior Chapter Directors Chapter 

TN-A, Nashville Tennessee                           

Middle Tennessee Assistant District Directors 
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let Paul know if you can help with this. It is open to 
all chapters. 

Chapter A's Fall Color Ride will take place 
October 27th - 28th. We are going to Lambert's in 
Sikeston, Missouri. This is where they throw the rolls 
to you and it is really a nice place. We have a block 
of 20 rooms under Chapter A and the deadline for 
your reservation payment is October 12th.  We hold 
10 king size and 10 Queen size rooms. The king size 
rooms are $85.49 plus tax and the Queen size 
rooms are $89.99 plus tax. (Donôt ask us why these 
quoted prices are backwardsé  perhaps the fellow 
doesnôt read English very well.) The phone number 
is 573-481-9500. The motel is about one mile from 
Lambertôs, and everyone is responsible for reserving 
your own room. We need someone to lead this 
rideé    please let me know if you would like to do 
this. 

 

 Every year GWRRA Chapters support the Veterans 
Day Parades, and there are two again this year.   
November 10th Vickie and I will ride in the Clarksville 
Parade. We know others will be riding in the  No-
lensville parade. Please support one of these   pa-
rades and letôs remember, it is for the Veterans. 
Check your e-mails as time draws near. 

 

Spring Fling 2019 will be here before we know it. 
Chapter A will be going to the Hatfield and McCoy's 
dinner show. In order for us to sit together please 
turn in your check to Jeff at the November gathering. 
The price is $36 per person. Make the checks out to 
Chapter A and we will send in just one check. Also 
please get registered for Spring Fling early 
bird deadline is March 10th. Early bird prize is $1000 
first grand prize, second grand prize is $500. Pre-
registration forms must be received by April 10th 
2019. So letôs swamp Bob Mack with this a.s.a.p. it 
makes his job easier. 

 

Steve Thomas will be having shoulder surgery this 
Thursday, September 27. (He put it off until after 
Wing Ding, didnôt he!) 

Don Luth is still getting treatments.  

 

Pat Catoôs dad is not doing well.  

 

Minnie Dorris has been in Gallatin Hospital for the 
past three weeks from double pneumonia. And Mike, 
because of his July open heart surgery, has not been 
allowed to return to work yet. Minnieôs birthday is 
this coming Tuesday, October 3. Letôs shower her 
with birthday cards. 

Minnie Dorris 

817 Corinth Road 

Portland TN 37148 

 

Keep these families in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
  Take Care and Ride Safe in 2018 

                  Troy and Vickie  
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   TN -A COY LIST  

1993     Judy & Bill Appleton 
1994     Debbie & Carl Moore 
1995     Mary & Benton Brown 
1996     Ann & Jim Edwards 
1997     Carol & RC Booher 
1998     Marilyn & Jerry Hamilton 
1999     Karen & Roger Pratali 
2000     Carole & Don Keller 
2001     Laura & Keith Morgan 
2002     Vickie & Troy Hurt 
2003     Sharon & Buddy Carver 
2004     Terri & Rick Witzberger 
2005     Linda Holland -Larry Combs 
2006     Sharon Carver-Jerry Hamilton 
2007     Sheila & Don Luth 
2008     Josie & Ray Coleman 
2009     Anita & Jack Wheeler 
2010     Emma & Don Hurley 
2011     Connie & Jerry Grimes 
2012     Angela & Monte Gannon 
2013     Sally & Paul Tampien 
2014     Ruth & Brian Fugate 
2015     Pat & Jeff Cato  
2016    Wink & Bob Rager 
2017    Julie & Tim Ingram 
2018   Karen & Steve Thomas 

              2019 ??? 
  

Bring Your 

Teddy Bears 

and Stuffed 

Animals  

                       

For Our  

First            

Responders 

to Use 

 for Children 

in Crisis. 
Wilson County Sheriff 

Will be with Us tonight 

To pick them up. 



 

Photos courtesy Brian Fugate 
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