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 Well, April is finally here and so are 
the showers with some cool weather 
for the last few days, however we 
have had some nice bike riding 
weather  this  spring.  We hope everyone has enjoyed those 
ñnice daysò and got in as much riding as possible. 
P J and I try and get the bike out every opportunity we have. 
Remember we are having a closed gathering on April the 7th 
for CH D members only. 
A big ñwelcome homeò to our SNOWBIRDS that have, from 
the reports Iôve heard, enjoyed their time away from our cold 
winter.   
Spring Fling is just a few short days away, but there is still 
time to get your registration in for the good time we always 
have , friends to visit with, and new people to meet.  This year 
there will be a rodeo with professional cowboys in atten-
dance.  Chapter competition is scheduled for Thursday eve-
ning  following the Campfire Meal.  Also remember that  
Wing Ding 33 will be  in Knoxville this year July 6th -9th.  
Make your reservations NOW! 
                         Ride Safe and Have Fun                       
                             Don   

Next Gathering:  February 3, 2011  Piccadilly Cafeteria, 874 Murfreesboro Rd.  

  Nashville, TN Eat 6:00 PM,  Meet 7:00 PM 

         Gold Wing Road Riders Association  
       Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge  

 
Don Bowden  

 
Chapter   Director  



 

   
 

 

            
  

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs April, 2011 and Iôm sitting thinking about my one long distance Goldwing trip for this year.  I usually do at least one 

trip that is ten days to two weeks as I really enjoy getting into the rhythm of long distance riding.  While planning for the 

trip my fall trip came to mind, running the Mississippi River to its head waters in the North West corner of Minnesota ï 

near the Canadian border. 

 

I enjoy riding with other folks but could not solicit any one to join me on the adventure through the heart land of America 

so I decided to go solo.  I also felt adventurous enough to throw in camping for a few days along the route.  I bought a 

two man pop up tent, camping ground pad, blow up pillow and the other necessary tent camping stuff.  No outdoor cook-

ing on this trip!   

 

I headed my faithful red Wing west to bump into the mighty river.  I followed it north a little and decided to stop at Reel-

foot Lake in that I had heard so much about this unique lake formed by an earthquake years ago.  I ended up spending 

three hours touring the town; the wildlife museum and walking the very long board walk out into the bayous that sur-

round the lake.  I was amazed at the unique to this area type foliage, trees and wildlife.  I expected to see an alligator or 

two in the swamps but of course I didnôt.  I stopped for lunch in a local restaurant and of course had to have a catfish din-

ner.   I really enjoyed Reelfoot! 

 

My Wing and I then headed north along the river toward Hickman, Kentucky, where I spotted a sign telling about a ferry 

boat crossing to Dorena, Kentucky.  Wow- I love putting my bike on a ferry and since I had no time table or reservations 

decided to head to the ferry port.  It was down a very long, rural and beat up road that ended up in a harbor off the river 

and adjacent to a large dusty quarry.  A large sign stated, ñPush button below for ferry service which could be as long as a 

forty-five minute wait.ò   The sign also listed prices for a truck, semi-trailer, car, dump truck, camper and even horses but 

nothing for a cycle.  I thought to my self that it couldnôt be that much so I pushed the button.  I waited and waited and 

expected a lot more vehicles to join me for the ferry crossing but no one showed up!   

 

Forty minutes later I heard this large diesel engine noise approaching and looked to see a very huge tug boat with the 

ferry barge tied to it approaching the harbor.  Both the boat and barge were monstrous and had to cost a small fortune in 

fuel to get it down to me and travel back upstream to Dorena.  Since I was the only customer I worried about the potential 

high cost for them to transport just me.  I shouted ñForget coming for me, Iôm the only customer.ò  The deck hand 

shouted back that they had to haul me no matter what ï state law.  Once onboard and underway the deck hand approached 

me for payment and I feared for the worst.  I asked how much and the reply was seven dollars!  He also asked me if I 

would buy a tee shirt from the crew which gave them extra personal money.   I was so happy with the low ferry fee that I 

gleefully said yes to the tee shirt purchase.  To this day the shirt is one of my favorites because of the story behind it.  The 

ride up river was gorgeous and relaxing. 

 

Once on the other side and into Missouri I just followed the river north on very lonely farm roads with either corn or soy 

beans growing in giant sized fields on each side.  It was so desolate that at an intersection of two county roads I parked 

the bike right in the middle of the crossing and took a break in amusement.  At one time I rode forty-five miles without a 

curve in the road! I continued north to Cape Girardeau, Mo., a town I was very familiar with having lodged and dined 

there  while goose hunting for twenty-two years.  I ate at my favorite historic ñCape Ribsò restaurant that sits near the 

riverôs shore. 

   

 

 

MY 2010 MISSISSIPPI RIVER SOLO, 

VERY SOLO RIDE 

                         By Roger Pratali 

                      Roger & Karen Pratali  

                      Chapter D Treasurers 
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During my exploratory travels I crossed the mighty Mississippi many times doing so whenever the opportunity or inkling 

came to me.  It sure was fun doing so.  I came across a cute and very old town named Pilot Knob, Mo. known for its Fort 

Davidson, Mo. which saw a major battle during the civil war.  The Union fort was a major site for storage of arms and 

gun powder thus drew the attention of the Confederate forces.  The fort was surrounded by southern forces and a major 

battle ensued resulting in fifteen hundred casualties from both sides.  The fort was about to be taken by the Confederates 

but the Union command decided to blow up the munitions and leave the area.  The blast was monstrous and could be hear 

thirty miles away.  The blast created a huge crater in the ground which can still be seen today.  I toured the adjoining mu-

seum and got a personal tour, (no one else around again), of the fortôs remaining grounds.   

 

My first evening came along after a long dayôs ride so l headed for a nearby state campground.  I registered as a ñtent 

camperò and was told to go down the road to the ñtent campingò area at the rear of the campground.  Upon arriving I set 

up my brand new tent and unpacked the sleeping gear which included a very thin ground mat for under the sleeping bag.  

I then looked around and no one, I mean no one else was camping there.  Not a single tent!!  No one to talk to!  No com-

pany at all!  Iôm a gregarious person and love being around people.  I  figured maybe it was still too early for other camp-

ers and I went off to dinner on a near by casino boat expecting to find fellow campers upon my return.   

  

Guess what?  When I got back to the tent area mine was the only tent and I never had others to come later.  I finally fig-

ured out why.  It was in the middle of the week and kids were already back in school.  I spent the entire night trying to 

sleep to no avail for it seems that my tent was located on Missouriôs worst rocky ground site.  My thin ground mat did 

nothing for me and I ended up spending the night tossing and turning trying to find comfort.  For the remaining nights on 

the road it was motels for me! 

 

I again crossed the bridge near the camp site and entered into Illinois then Iowa, and then into my beloved Wisconsin and 

the best scenic river road traveling of the trip.  The road was established high above the river and thus gave great views of 

the rolling hills, river locks and farm fields.  While in Wisconsin I again crossed the river and entered Minnesota the state 

where the Mississippi river originates.  I rode the entire height of the state and found the Lake Itasca state park which 

contains the headwaters of the Mississippi.  The river starts out as a little stream draining out of Lake Itasca and it is easy 

to ñcross the Mississippiò by merely walking across the streamôs large boulders.  Thus itôs true that you can cross the 

Mississippi river on foot! 

 

My plans were then to continue up into nearby Canada and travel the ñQueenôs Highwayò east into Thunder Bay, then 

Sault Saint Marie and the upper peninsula of Michigan but an unexpected phone call changed my plans.  My brother 

called me and said that he and his son were heading to my beloved fishing/hunting spot, Spooner Wisconsin, for a weeks  

Fishing trip and would I like to join them.  What a welcome invitation!  I was really happy to reply ñyesò for I was tired 

of traveling alone with no one to talk to.  It took me a day to join them, but I arrived in great spirits.  We spent the week 

fishing and visiting our many friends up there. 

 I caught some big fish but most of all I got to spend time with people.  After the end of the week I followed them back to 

Chicago and then I continued south to ñGodôs countryò, Tennessee and home. 

 

I ended up putting on 2785 miles on my might Wing and was gone fourteen days.  The trip ended up being very interest-

ing, multi-faceted, educational and fun, but it was also lonely.  I guess Iôm just not cut out for solo touring.  But do you 

know what?  When I again get the annual urge to go on another long distance Wing trip and have no one to go along, Iôll 

go solo again for I just love riding my Wing on the open roads of our great country. 

 

My 2010 Mississippi River 

Solo, Very Solo Ride 

 

          Contôd 
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Rider Education Schedule for April  

(as of March 27, May class schedules have not been posted)  

 
Basic and ERC Ridercourses: Classes are offered every weekend March 1st through December 1st in Mur-

freesboro at the Sloanôs Motorcycle SuperCenter, in Nashville by the airport, in Columbia, in Smyrna by the 

airport, in Cookeville at Tennessee Tech, and in Crossville at the Stone Memorial High School. Please call 

(931) 503-1177 and ask Mary Kathryn to schedule your class today. For additional information, check the web-

site at http://www.midtennmotorcycle.com/. 

 

Begins Ends Location Class Rider Coach #1 Rider Coach #2 

4/1/2011 4/3/2011 Cookeville BRC Jim Weakley  jesse warta 

4/1/2011 4/3/2011 Murfreesboro BRC Charles Banniza Joey Jacobs 

4/1/2011 4/3/2011 Nash Range 2 BRC Jeff Paseka  Will Canterbury 

4/1/2011 4/3/2011 Nashville BRC Don Tucker  Ross Turner 

4/2/2011 4/3/2011 Columbia BRC Jimmy Prater  Candance Canerday 

4/8/2011 4/10/2011 Murf Women BRC Kenneth Batchelor Mike Pate 

   Only 

4/8/2011 4/10/2011 Nash Range 2 BRC Robert Allen  John Dalaviras 

4/8/2011 4/10/2011 Nashville BRC Doreen Yager  T.J. Tennent 

      Richardson 

4/9/2011 4/9/2011 Nashville ERC Ross Turner  Jeff Anderson 

4/9/2011 4/10/2011 Springhill BRC Ed Brennan  Howard Roth 

4/15/2011 4/17/2011 Cookeville BRC Jim Weakley  Tyson Matheney 

4/15/2011 4/17/2011 Murfreesboro BRC Jeff Paseka  Joey Jacobs 

4/15/2011 4/17/2011 Nash Range 2 BRC Robert Allen  Colin Rhoden 

4/15/2011 4/17/2011 Nashville BRC Charles Banniza John Owens 

4/16/2011 4/17/2011 Columbia BRC Jeff Anderson  John Bruce 

4/22/2011 4/24/2011 Murfreesboro BRC Michael Upchurch Gayle Dawson 

4/22/2011 4/24/2011 Murfreesboro2 BRC Jeff Paseka  Will Canterbury 

4/22/2011 4/24/2011 Nashville BRC Ross Turner  John Dalaviras 

4/23/2011 4/23/2011 Murfreesboro ERC Kenneth Batchelor Candance Canerday 

4/23/2011 4/24/2011 Springhill BRC Ed Brennan 

 ERC Rider Course Schedule 

 
By  David Hill 

 

       Chapter Educators David & Joann Hill 

April    2011  
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 Rider Education Contôd   

Motorcycle Safety on the Internet: There are a lot of sites on the internet about motorcycle safety. As with any 

web site, please use common sense when reading the information on these sites. Make sure the information is cor-

rect and reasonable before attempting anything the sites might suggest. With that in mind, check out some of the 

following websites for safety information. 

 

http://online2.msf-usa.org/msf/Default.aspx  Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

http://www.msgroup.org/    Motorcycle Tips & Techniques 

http://www.ridelikeapro.com   Ride Like a Pro  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-SxHxW5xcQ  THINK! ï Motorcycle Safety video 

http://www.midtennmotorcycle.com/  Mid Tenn Motorcycle Education Center 

http://www.megarider.com/   MegaRider ï Safety Consultants in New Zealand 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/motosafety.html NHTSA 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_safety Wikepedia article 

http://www.tn.gov/safety/publications/MotorcycleManual09.pdf  Tenn License Manual 

http://www.iam.org.uk/    Institute of Advanced Motorists (United Kingdom) 

http://www.smsa.org/   National Association of State Motorcycle Safety Administrators 

 

 

Of course, there are many other sites with references to motorcycle safety but these sites should give you a good 

start. 

 

 

 

Ride safe and remember ï ATGATT! 

 

David 

 

 

http://online2.msf-usa.org/msf/Default.aspx
http://www.msgroup.org/
http://www.ridelikeapro.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-SxHxW5xcQ
http://www.midtennmotorcycle.com/
http://www.megarider.com/
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/motosafety.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motorcycle_safety
http://www.tn.gov/safety/publications/MotorcycleManual09.pdf
http://www.iam.org.uk/
http://www.smsa.org/
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Spring Fling Registration isnôt too late! Enjoy visiting with your 

ñOle Friendsò, make new Friends! 


